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THE LEGEND OKUNINUSHI. 
By SENSAI YEITAKU. 

Okuninushi is one of the deities in the mythological legends of this 
country. His brothers were eighty in numbers, who all hated him with one 
accord and swore to kill him. Okuninushi fled to Susanoo, a powerful déity,’ | 
who had a daughter of the name of Suserihime, with whom he soon fell in love. ' 
Susahoo, angry with this presumptious lover, several times attempted to kill を 


him. Once he shot an arrow in a plain and asked him to find it for him. While 


owen 


Okuninushi was diligently engaged in searching it, Susanoo set fire to the dry 
grass from all sides. Poor Okuninushi did not know what to do and only 
-expected to perish in the flames, when a rat appeared before him and led him to 
a cave, where he remained until the plain was entirely consumed. Then the rat 
came to him again holding in its mouth the arrow that he had been in quest for. 
Forthwith Okuninushi took it and returned it to Susanoo. In after years, Suseri- 


hime became the wife of Okuninushi, 
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CHISON’S GALLANT DEFENCE. 
By MATSUMOTO FUKO. 

Chison was a brave general who served the Emperor Kobun. In.the 
civil war of Jinshin (A. D. 672), Prince Oama, the claimant of the throne, led 
his mightly army towards the Capital Chison endeavoured to check the invading 
army at the bridge of Setain Omi. He caused the planks of the bridge to be 
removed, leaving only a long beam in the middle, to which he tied ropes, for 
he intended as soon as the enemy were on it, to pull it down and drown them. 
No one dared to cross over it, but at last Okidawakaomi, a general of Prmce 
Oama, rushed forward and quickly cut off the ropes. The imperial army was 
panic-struck at this act of bravery and fled in all directions. Chison, enraged 
at the cowardice of his soldiers, drew his sword and killed several of the flying 
soldiers, but he could not rally them again. He died bravely defending the 


bridge for a while against the over-whelming numbers of the hostile army. 
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RICE-FIELDS IN EARLY SUMMER. 
By MISHIMA SHOSO. 
The accompanying plate is a picture representing a scene of early Summer. 
The farmers are industriously engaged in rice-plantation. Far up in the sky, a 
cuckoo, Companion of the Spring, is flying away bound for a kinder sky. 1 
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28 FAIR WOMEN. * Ss 2 

ii By WASA>MATABEI. on 

Iwasa Matabei is the founder of the 本 hod が が: 交 み 2 His second name 

is Katsushige, but he is popularly known by the name of Ukiyo Matabei. He 

is said to be the- son of Araki Murashige, a hero in, the time of Toyotomi 

Hideyoshi. He studied the Tosa school une Tosa. Mitsunosi but after-wards 

he founded the new. style of ukivoye. He was most. Sila in drawing beautiful 

_ women, sports and ‘such like pictures. He died about the biginning of the 17th. 
century. Ts Gi, Ae が f star y be 
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AN RARLV SUMMER SCENE. 
BY KAWABATA GYOKUSHO. 
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Kawabata Gyokusho is one of the most eminent artists of the present 
time. He is now a teacher in the Fine Art School of Tokyo. He belongs to 


the Maruyama school, in which he stands pre-eminent. 
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TH uraven.i MAIDEN. 
oie UrAkAWA Tovourno 
The artist’s ea name is Tojira, but he is also known as Ichiryusai. 
He was a pupil of Utakawa Toyoharu, and was: even considered superior to his 
master. His name, however, is not ou well- -known as tnat of Toyokuni, his fellow 
pupil, because he never painted mishibive (or popular coloured-pictures.) Fiom 
the latter part of tne last century, he “began to illustrate novels and drew in 


black and white. The picture oppont 6 repre: ents the Heavenly maiden. 
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THE SNOWY HERON. 
By ARAKI KAMPO. 
Araki Kampo is the artist who exhibited .a large picture of peacocks in 
、 the late Exhibition and thereby won a high reputation. He is skilled in painting 
every kind of painting, but his chief excellence lies in the representation of 
flowers and birds. “ 
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THE BARRIER OF ATAKA. 
。 By KiKucui YosAr. : 
_. Kikuchi Yosai was the greatest artist of his time. Among his pupils were 
‘Fiko, Shotei, Shéso and Kason... The accompanying plate illustrates Voshi- 
tsune’s passing the barrier of Ataka. Voshitsune, having fallen out with his 
brother Yoritomo, fled through the northern provinces towards Oshiu. On the 
way he and his faithful retainers disguised thernselves as Vamabushi, and were 
able to travel unmolested, until they reached the barrier of Ataka in the province 
of Kaga, where the barrier guard Togashinosuke suspected them and was about 
to arrest them, when one of them, Benkei, however, succeeded in deceiving him 
by reciting the religious services. of Yamabushi. And they were allowed to pass 


the barrier. 
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A TOMTIT AMONG CRIMSON MAPLES. 
By ‘KONO BAIREI. 0 
K6no Bairei is looked upon as the best artist now living in the city of 
Kyoto. He first studied the Maruyama school but later he founded an entirely 
new school of his own. 
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AN AUTUMNAL SCENE. 
Say By Nomura BUNKYO. 

Nomura Bunkyo was an eminent artist who studied both the Maruyama 
school and the Chinese. The picture opposite represents an autumnal landscape. 


A woodsman is returning home with a load of faggots. 
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A WISE MOTHER. 
By SENSAI YEIKO. 

The picture represents the mother of Hojd Tokiyori, one of Japan’s best 
rulers; and her son. She was a daughter of Adachi Morikage, Once she invited 
Tokivori to her house, and when the latter came, he was rather astonished to 
find his mother engaged in mending holes in a paper-sliding-door. He asked 
her why she did not order her attendants to mend it entirely. ~The wise mother 
replied: “Never abandon the whole on acconnt ofa single defect; for when 
the latter is mended, the whole will be as goodas new.” Tokiyori understood 
her meaning, and thenceforth he governed the countrv after the manner of 
his forefathers without any sweeping changes; and the country enjoyed peace 
and prosperity. | | 
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TAKENOUCHI-NO-SUKUNE WITH THE BABY- 
EMPEROR OJIN IN HIS ARMS, 
BY SUZUKI KASON. 

Takenouchi-no-Sukune was one of the few mortals that enjoyed a life of 
extraordinary length. It is said that he lived for the fabulously long period of 
three hundred years. He served six emperors successively (A.D. 71—310), and 
was one of the most important figures in those times When the Empress Jingo 
made an expedition to Corea, he accompanied her and was of great use to her in 
the conquest of that country. When the Empress returned to this country in 
triumph. Princes Kagosaka and Oshikuma rose in rebellion against her. Then 
Takenouchi, with the baby-emperor Ojin in his charge, met the Empress in the 
province of Kii and combining their powers, quickly put an end to the rebellion. 
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